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Preface

The internal political division of the Palestinian Territory since 2007
and the resulting duality of public authority have had far-reaching
implications for the local legislative status. As a consequence of this
political divide, the West Bank and Gaza Strip have followed different
legal trajectories which, in view of a conceivable national reconcilia-
tion between the two opposing parties in the near future, raise the
guestion of how those differing legislative systems may best be har-
monized and unified. The present book addresses these and other
questions, reviews the legal implications of Palestinian disunity, and
outlines several possible scenarios and solutions pertaining to the
legal sphere.

The publication is the product of original research conducted at the
Institute of Law (loL) at Birzeit University in collaboration with the
Konrad Adenauer Stiftung (KAS) in Ramallah. It comprises various re-
search and review articles which examine the effects of regulations
enacted between 2007 and 2012 and analyze them against the back-
drop of the Amended Basic Law of 2003. It thus provides the reader
with a wealth of up-to-date information on and in-depth analysis of
the legislative status in the Palestinian Territory and is of interest to
both legal scholars and lawmakers as well as to interested individu-
als. The KAS is a German political foundation aiming to strengthen
the rule of law, democracy, and a social market economy. It is hence
proud to support and sponsor this ambitious publication entitled
“Legislative Status in the Palestinian Territory: Mechanisms, Conse-
guences and Solutions”, as it constitutes a significant contribution to
both these institutional aims and to a successful Palestinian reconcili-
ation more generally.

Dr. Hans Maria Heyn
Head of the KAS Office Palestinian Territories
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